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29 December 2010 [minor correction 21 February 2013]
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The presence of an armorial device within the separate countries of the British Isles, 
as well as within Corsica, Sardinia and Sicily

For the general menu and a list of the other tables see: http://www.maphistory.info/ColourShapeAnalysis.html

For explanation see: http://www.maphistory.info/PortolanColourNotes.html 

For notes on the individual features see: http://www.maphistory.info/PortolanColourFeatures.html

· All the available pre-1470 charts and atlases were checked. 
· Absence from this list means that there were no armorials. 
· NB. Corsica often had an armorial (sometimes a large one) placed in the sea, which is not noted here
· Uncoloured authors' names are Catalan

· Vallseca and Roselli charts without armorials are included for completeness
	Author
	Date
	Pujades 
Number
(2007, pp. 

63-70)
	Ireland
	Scotland
	England
	Corsica
	Sardinia
	Sicily
	Cor/Sard/Sic

centres
obscuring
the names?

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	[Vesconte]
	c.1325
	A8
	x
	--
	large flag
	x
	x
	x
	--

	Dalorto
	1330
	C7
	x
	x
	large flag
	flags on
	poles to
	main towns
	no

	Dulceti
	1339
	C8
	flag
	flag
	flag
	flags  on poles 
	to main towns
	x
	no

	[Dulceti]
	
	C9
	flag?
	x
	flag?
	x
	x
	x
	--

	Pizzigano
	1367
	C13
	shield 
(Dublin?)
	shield

(Edinburgh?)
	shield 

(London?)
	shield (blacked 
out)
	shield within

dark circle
	shield within

dark circle
	?

	Soler
	1368-85
	C14
	shield
	shield
	shield
	x
	x
	x
	--

	Catalan Atlas
	[1375]
	C16
	flag
	flag
	flag
	x (solid gold)
	x (solid gold)
	x (solid gold)
	YES

	Cresques atelier
	
	C19
	flag
	flag
	flag
	x
	x
	x
	--

	Cresques atelier
	
	C22
	flag
	flag
	flag
	x
	x
	x
	--

	ex Kamal [Venetian]
	
	C23
	--
	--
	--
	circle?
	shield?
	shield?
	?

	Viladesters, Macià
	1413
	C30
	flag
	flag
	flag
	x (solid gold)
	x (solid gold)
	x (solid gold)
	YES

	[Venetian]
	c.1420
	C31
	x
	x
	x
	circle (large)
	square (large)
	circle (large)
	YES

	Viladesters, Joan
	1423
	C34
	flag
	flag
	flag
	x
	x
	x
	--

	Beccari
	1426
	C36
	flag
	on each
	with crown
	round?
	diamond
	diamond
	( (Sicily)

	Viladesters, Joan
	1428
	{C38}
	shield
	?
	shield
	x
	x
	x
	--

	Vallseca
	1439
	C40
	shield
	shield
	shield
	x
	diamond
	diamond
	YES

	[Vallseca?]
	
	C41
	shield
	shield
	shield
	x
	circle
	circle
	YES

	Vallseca
	1447
	C42
	--
	--
	--
	x
	shield
	shield
	YES

	[Vallseca?] fragments
	
	C43
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	shield
	(yes)

	Roselli
	1447
	C44
	shield
	shield
	shield
	x
	x
	x
	--

	Vallseca
	1449
	C47
	--
	--
	--
	x
	x
	x
	--

	Roselli
	1449
	C48
	--
	--
	--
	x
	x
	x
	--
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	[R.Soler]
	
	C51
	flag
	flag
	flag
	x
	flag (tapering)
	flag (tapering)
	YES

	R.Soler
	
	C52
	--
	--
	--
	x
	circle
	circle
	YES

	Pareto
	1455
	C57
	shield+crown
	shield+crown
	shield
	x
	x
	x
	--

	Bertran & Ripoll
	1456
	C58
	--
	shield
	shield
	x
	x
	x
	--

	Roselli
	1456
	C59
	shield
	shield
	shield
	x
	x
	x
	--

	Roselli
	1462
	C64
	shield
	shield
	shield
	x
	shield
	shield
	?

	Roselli
	1464
	C65
	shield
	shield
	shield
	x
	shield
	shield
	?

	Roselli
	1465
	C66
	shield
	shield
	shield
	x
	shield
	shield
	?

	Roselli
	1466
	C67
	shield
	shield
	shield
	x
	shield
	shield
	?

	Roselli
	1468
	C68
	shield
	shield
	shield
	x
	shield
	shield
	?

	[Roselli atelier?]
	
	C70
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	--

	[Roselli atelier?]
	
	C71
	--
	--
	--
	x
	x
	x
	--

	[Roselli]
	
	C72
	shield
	shield
	shield
	x
	shield
	shield
	?


Explanatory note
The convention described here involved the arms of the kingdom or state, and their placement within the relevant land body.  The focus here is on the British Isles, Corsica and the two largest of the Italian islands.  The convention is found almost exclusively on Majorcan charts, or those of their Genoese neighbours.

Although there are similarities in the treatment of the two regions - which is paralleled in the way that each might be highlighted with coloured edging or, less frequently, an overall colour wash - several chartmakers applied the treatment to just one or other area.

The earliest surviving instance is seen on one of the two unsigned versions of the atlas that Pietro Vesconte produced for Marino Sanudo (British Library, Add. MS 27376*), which is considered to date from c.1325.  It involves one of the six political entities discussed here, England, which is denoted by a large flag showing the three lions of the Plantagenet monarchy.  Shortly afterwards, in 1330, Dulceti (Dalorto) repeated that device. In addition he inserted a small flag on Corsica, Sardinia and Sicily, but these are on poles that point to Bonifacio, Cagliari and Messina respectively.  The quartered arms of the Kingdom of Sicily, placed off the coast, would later find themselves moved into the island itself, which is the concern of this note. The 1339 Dulceti chart treats the Tyrrhenian Sea islands in a similar way, but now adds an armorial device for Ireland (a repeat of England's) and a separate one for Scotland.

The 1367 Pizzigano chart includes armorials on each part of the British Isles but the Irish shield looks like the arms of Dublin and the illegible devices on Britain seem to refer to Edinburgh and London. However, in Corsica and the two largest Italian islands, the Pizzigani brothers introduce for the first time the regional armorial within each island. This was a turbulent period in that region and the arms of Corsica have been blacked out, but the other two carry what appear to be the Aragonese colours.

Thereafter, the devices are found on Catalan charts (usually but not invariably) and with erratic treatment. Of the signed and dated Catalan works, only two, coincidentally produced in the same year, omit the armorial devices entirely: the Vallseca and Roselli charts of 1449. Conversely, after 1367 there were just four non-Catalan uses of the device. One Venetian chart, formerly with Prince Youssouf Kamal (assigned by Pujades to the end of the 14th century) and another dated to about 1420 (respectively, his C 23 & C 31) place differently shaped devices on the three large Tyrrhenian Sea islands.  The other exceptions were two Genoese charts, first B. Beccari's of 1426, which included all six devices and, in 1455, the Pareto chart's shields over the three parts of the British Isles only.  In adding a crown to his Irish and Scottish shields, Pareto showed his debt to Beccari (who, however, dropped the devices altogether from his 1435 chart). The diamond shape introduced by Beccari in 1426 to frame the Sardinia and Sicily armorials would reappear on the 1439 Vallseca chart, evidence of the mutual borrowing between the Beccaris and the Palma chartmakers.

There was sufficient space for the British Isles armorials to be placed without affecting the place-names. The final column, 'Cor/Sard/Sic centres obscuring the names?', focuses attention on the way that those devices, fitted with difficulty into the small space left by the names extending in from the coasts on all sides, obscured the toponymy of the large islands. In some cases - as far as can be made out from the Pujades scans - a few names were truncated but possibly none obliterated, for example on the work of Roselli. But in others, starting with the c.1420 Venetian work (Pujades C 31) and including the charts of Vallseca and R. Soler, the size of the armorial has certainly blocked out several names, among them a few of the more-important red ones. 

Armorials were also occasionally placed within Crete and Cyprus as well.  The 1367 Pizzigano chart had been the first to apply the convention to Corsica and the two large Italian islands and there are possibly traces of equivalent designs on the two Greek islands. This is certainly the case on the 1439 Vallseca chart and one attributed to his atelier (Pujades C 41) as well as the two Rafel Soler charts.
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